11 de Junho de 1948
Dearest Mother,

Sorry I have not finished this letter. Kenny and Tommy wers both on the sick
list again, this time with a }{ bad throat apiece. We had to give them injections
of penicillin in order to get rid of the bug quickly. Now thev are all right
once more, but Tommy pgoes for a tonsil and adenoid operationr in two weeks.

About school. You see we've had time to read your latest letter since I began

this one. Neither one of the boys is going now. Tommy got too tired. Kenny

went one day last week, and decided that he wasn't going again until he got

big enough to go by himself. What put the idea into hsi head I can't say. PFPerhaps
it was our talk about little Naney Henderson, who is going on three, who went
almost by herself when her sister was sick, about the same time that K and T

had colds and could not go to J&#lo de Deus. Nancy stayed at school by herself.
Perhaps from our talking about how nicely she stayed when none of her friends
among the missionary children were there made his mind turn in another channel.

At any rate school is over for beth. Quick beginning; quick ending.

Well, we're going off and leave the boys in the hands of two Canadian girls
tomorrow. And from then on for a week. We think it will work out all right.

The boys are well- acquainted with these girls. Both will live in our house and
take care of K and T while Betty and I are visiting in the north of Fortugal. We
shall send you a card from there soon we hope. We shall see Oporto and places
inbetween.

Now I shall say good-night, for it is late and we are taking an eight o'clock
train from here tomorrow morning, for Leiria first, then to the city of Coimbra,
then on to Oporto. We shall have to get up at six o'elock, and it is new 11:15,
or six:1% at home.

We did not realizme that you had had a cold , Mother, until vou wrote that you
were well on the way to recovery. We happy to hear that you are on the well
side now. We shall be glad to hear from Ruby week by week. Which will it be?
Well, I think girl. But I'll vote for a boy. Wonder what our next one will be,
if and when..aovacias.

And now until later all our love and God be with you this night.
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How freec wefeel! We have Pfinished the university cesmas amd have receivealsur diplomas
whichwe hope will mean something to the Portuguese consul im New Yomk whdn we want to obtain visas
fér wdentry into Angola, ’
N We pave all the necegsary governmemtael documenta¥ at hand to lesave here the twentieth for
Angoh eboa¥d the new and fast "Patfia®. This boat will g5F us to Lobi%o in ten days the same time
it took to come hére from New York. It is our good fortune thyt we are ready to go-at thés particu_
lar tme instead of at anothers which would mean grom twenty three to twenty eight days.
cncd, Fart of the university coulse was a couple of excursions to famous parts of Portugal.,

i mpased the first but the second was very interesting.We visited"Queluz" on@of the royal palaces.

The wall paper is made of righ silk materia 1 . Of course it is enormous and generously decora-
tedih in gold and also with venetisn chandeliers. The thronevtoom was used this summer to enter=

tainth® midshipmen during their visit here.

Our next stpp was Mafra, o convent of the lﬁﬁk century«Ilt has seve® thousand five hundred
ddops and I do mot remember how many windows. (2148 /gLl /Y HAIFY (T/P8vddY I got tired of counting)
At one time it was also used as a palace for one of the kings. The game (wild)room and the library
arevery interesting. The chairs in the game room are made of the antlers and skins of various victim

of the hunt. In the libarary they counted us as we went in and wgnt outg I wasn't very successful
in reading the ancientpfy{ manuseripts. -

Im the church we Bad to catch our breaths. The statuary is so intricately done I felt

84 i# I was in a dream+ The lace work on the clothes of the people sculptured was perpectly pepro-
duced. ' :

s s e L L

There fis an interesting history commected with this convent, The kihg ordered a set of
belld to be made in Iraly. The order was so large that they thoughtthere must be some mistake so
* they sent backwofd to the king asking him if he cared for so many. He responded" No- double the
srder."Now there W two bes utiful sets of bells each installed in a beautiful tower,
We had dinner in an eleBant hotel in'Caldas de Rainpa The menu monshsted of:fifst course
omelet with ham and tomaJoes; second course, fried fish and rice; roast beef and frapch-fries; a
- delicious pudding. and fijjally gtlpes and peaches and pearg® The misshionaries, about' twenty five of
us, drank wgter{ “he others had two kinds of wine. .
We were' supposed to go from here to the mouth of the river and from there.by boat up &
long lagoon to a castle and thére be greeted by the town fathers. But all the foreign students up~
set the apple cart. While wakting for the professors to come to ths bus we dashed off to a place
¥hat sells Portuguese pottery. Since most of us were women you can imaginethat we tarried too long
and so missed the boat ride and had to go in the vefy unromantid bus to the castle. his castle-
"0 Castpdo de Obidos"- is the most interestizg I have seen. If is surrgfnded by a @all that is stil’
intact and inside is o village. It was just like walking back intd the middle ages with Row and
then a glaring such as an AGFA film sign sticking out over th# door of a small ghop.
This has bemnk a profitable and interesting year. We have made many friends whom we hate
to legve but we shall be glad to be on our wgy to some real work in Africa.
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